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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway and 13'.b iirset.
HrSRU thr Pu>cou.
NIBLO'R HARDEN. Broadway.After Dark ; or, Lon-

«M»N BV NlOHT.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.Cartodchr.Tor Two
B"*».Don Juan. Matinee at 8.

PIKE'S OPERA HOD8E. corner ot Eighth arenue and
L.Chanson ok Fortfnio.L»:t> Bavabdb.

FRENCH THEATRE. Fourteenth street and Sixth are*
awe.Obbbvikte M Brabant.

OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway Humptt Dchftv.
with NSW Ftati'are.

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.Tas Emsrald
¦ins.

0<1 Oft Nl'KEC* AND THEATRE, Thirtieth etreet and
ay Afternoon and evening Performance.

MRS. r. A CONWAY'S PARK THEATRE, Brooklyn.
Tn Lamoabiuu Lass.

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF Ml'8IC.~8TILL WATERS
Me* Dane M <>* Paki.r Francais.

EELLY « LEON'S MINSTRELS. 710 Broadway.BtriO-
riA* MlnSTkt 1*1. Et'RLRatlCR..Gin-Nsvirve dr uraw
RAM FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, «H Broadway.Ethio-

Via* Bwrsbtaimwrmts, Simuimu, Damoino, Ac.

RRY ANTS' OPERA BoCBS, Tammany Building, Uth
AO.B. Mtwhtia* Mi*»trriay. ACT

TORY PASTOR'R OPERA HO SE, Bit Bowery.COMIO
VeiAUM, Nxub<^Mi»»tb>l*t. Ac. Matinee at *)«.

HTBEMRiaN MINSTRELS, Ap-.lle Hall, corner of Broad¬
way aad Bah el. (PFi-ARiaTT'e DhraMR.

MKW YORK C1BCPA, Fmirtaenth street.EQUESTRIAN
A** litBAAiTi, I.> iibtaiwmrmt. Matinee as t%.
CKMTRAL PARK HARM*. TNRO. ThoMab' ORAND
fmiM.i < m Mettnee at L

M'Hti.Ff* OPWRA MO'MR, Brooklyn.HOOLlVi
»t*ew.aa "SaaiA Claim," i.irta, A<'.

HM| I D ""FKI H tl RE. WUiamehurg.
R «iif ¦ MmerRRla."*a*ta ClaI'h," OlPTa, Ac.

t.t N ATMS*Ml M. corner at Atlantic and Clin.
Am Ma AMIR. IliTL Matinee at I

RBW K>H M «l M OP AHAYOMY, <M Broadway.
a«* Abi

he* > erk, FtBrr Jaaaan 1, 1 Mill.

Tit* *< »«. teiegraaw are iiM !t#cemher 31.
<. taipei I. nam A<bene »iaW» thai .bolreck

in to t er;g« to di»i an«l the voluii-
rroat Coaetanttnopie

. i« it- i ..»! fe« tug of iii«> Turti»h govern-
¦wat I* w»»t .. Ml tmm mr.
"hull,.. in» i.reet <olaaieei»taM have

». the Ura. ami uiai a provbuooai guv-

a! m ...term * ul the (ml power*
ib annoahee l to liare been

Anothet term e ,. ;iirr etptoaioci ha* t dm place
I * tea* rwawtj-eu <tea i* ai. bate aireailjr

Th#A "a *!«. a-a.! I:. a l,a|. U> tlipllDrUt U*
ha* t war** Hap on their

«t Europe.
klota ha» T, trnd in v . Alt . ami amcade* bare
mm UM>*a up m n. »<*. i.

A MMwwArai aaaaed twie natea, ha- u-ea kilie l

«.' I nmpraa famiiea t« aa-
New Zealand

N m mnaitf fp*r*4 la * aehtagioa thai K. Jo>
»-rr.« m Amernaa Mlah el id lurhap. ato i«
taapllad a Pel Mi i'a# ,«f hh an* reeadl Will ut

ha uk p -a »t t iManeiiii tar aoahrmaLun
WaNwa I bmm Teh graph Mi«aof»riy are ea-

Mr. «"aahbarae*> Ttlemewettae te a* matuwiuate i
leaghfeUiaata w tm mm

a hi
««. Im orne t

petaawal .amua hhlet
wawtaa- * na me iNflnlinf

deubUee* tia

w aehmgi-a awa Vara he pnreeatad.
eat «>lw»m have .. a examined before the
Awry at iha laatrM at Cmaaitaa. la order to
a aew Mitarul agntnat John H. hurrall.

aiawinaA wan Mroott Mahler
ha»wa Aha Ancheoa.

af the t trgtaia Kspraaa ( anapear at
hawhad dawa yitnrtii muming.

ehueaahM wa» u. <a* dapot. aad rahhadaf .la.tau.

The Wtiaa Blaer toprweeeaawf l oaniiaa. hehl
II Nwth. UL. appntau I a luaamw la lay the mat
mm aetata the Legwiai rr<m La hah* to the
maath al the ntefh MP mhaa.awd the prupoeediat-

I re elatUiil | irael * **-A^1,.^'Mhwi TPioi i 'tirirvl t tHirff VMVMipM^
at the laeitattua at (he ttty

he wih iwMtet the ritieeae af riu.adeptua

It L. fHrniai
property tothavalaeof

Aateag the eMMat hy thta ate are the
«f the funhm gwwtap Piak whoar

taahlhM Tweet? «aa aptrainee at wort la
the appet pari af the kuattay whkh wae hatweal
had the* eartea cat a« hy the Mtrttac ul the etatr-
war* hah halt lha-tr ae ape hy « ittitaaf taet a

The athce of the flapMer. at Nartaeilia. La., wae
.a ta*y dwwreyed il>* deya ataea hp a !>«..«. wh a h
wat Ml >>f the editor af aa oppuettun paper hi the
.aw*.
The Aihwpy and Auapae'ienaa KhMmad ana for¬

mally op»<.d iwtewU), The 4tre« ton pa'"*1 eree
the twad fruee Athaay to Mnghawiw. asking the
raa la ate hour* and dti? *. >»a miaatea.
The wauia* « - tewmih*M ituadePi. Maaa.. were

deattaywl by Br. at Wldhteday high', land
pita.apa.
The tfaabiaa with the napma* oa laa lareet-haa

rttea. tla^ aaatlaue uaanat><|. Da W eanewiay night
another ptaeutwh wm daett«yp4 the awner'a huaae
harwd ami the rrup* wamm The heptoe* era
wall anne.i and in large taraa and aeeat (Wiemunwl
to ranMK the authorlUa *.

Anotb r tmltie hi rapartad in i*e uea plhee lw-
tweea the Indiaaa and pmentaia-ai tnop% m the
waahlth montiuitw. In which mam Indian* are Mid
to hate been ktlMd. awd *m#aia. chlarof the %tawna.
and Utile nearer, bit f of the Arapahoe*, aea
prttoner*
A loaded ehell exptaded and eotapleteiy demo .. i

. larna e In an iron foundre la IvnmowL >. II, it*-
terdajr, fhlaiiy woondtap una of the weramen.
Martla aad Thorn(Man, charged with roMnop the

Merchant*' Union Kiprw, w*r* y«wt>r <*». wlrr
toe provisions of Ui<> exuaii.ton irrtt), k^kksi »«or
by the Canadtan auUi.irttier at Windsor to the t uitod
states officera.

The (lit.
In the Courta of Oyer and T» rainer ami General

Session* for thla city donna the year ltaa then
were 704 trials, which resulted in eas convtc-uun* aou
nlnety-flve acquittals. Of. these conviction* three
were for murder In the drat degree and ten for man
slaughter; 2»7 males and sixteen female* were sea
fenced to be Imprisoned In the Stale Prison.two of
the males for life- The aggregate term of imprieoa-
ment for the remainder was 1,072 years and ton
months.
The United States District Attorney for the South¬

ern district of New York during the year Ju*t closed
instituted In the federal courts 1,923 suiu and closed
083.
The United States Marshal for this district during

the year 1868 executed l.uoo warrants and 417 at¬
tachments, seized 417 distilleries and 4,683 barrels of
whisker and served l,loo capiases.
The Board of Councilmen yesterday adopted a

resolution creating a new office.engrossing clerk
for the Common Council, with a salary of $3,ooo per
annum; $800 was appropriated to the pastor of St.
James' church; $103 to the Bloomingdale Methodist
Episcopal church; $25,000 to the House of the Good
Shepherd, and $5,000 to the Ladles' Union Aid
Society.
Charles M. Rodger*. of No. 42 East Twelfth street,

was assaulted in front of his own house by two un-

known men. who robbed htm or a gold watch and
stabbed him in the left side, Inflicting a mortal
wound.
John Rellley was yesterday arrested for entering

the premises No. 339 West Twentieth street and steal¬
ing property to the value of $1,000. Circumstances
prove him to be the burglar who has been operating
so successfully for some weeks In West Twentieth
street, where a number of houses were broken Into
and a large amount of wearing apparel and other
goods stolen.
A young lady belonging to the most fashionable

circles of Brooklyn and a member of the ltev. Dr.
Blanchard's church has been missing from her home
for several days past and fears are entertained that
she has been abducted by some evil disposed per¬
sons.
The Inman line steamship City of Baltimore, Cap¬

tain Leltch, will leave pier 45 North river at nine
o'clock to-morrow (Saturday) morning for Queens-
town and Liverpool. The European malls will close
at the Post Office at half-past seven A. M. Hereafter
the steamers of this line will leave at such hours on

Saturday that they may not be detained by want
of sufficient water on the bar, and the malls will
always close one hour and a half before they sail.
The steamship Europa. Captain Craig, of the

Anchor line, will leave pier No. 20 North river, at
twelve M. to-morrow (Saturday) for Glasgow, call¬
ing at Londonderry to land passengers, Ac.
The Merchants' line steamship General Grant,

Captain Qnlck, will sail at three P. M. to-morrow
(Saturday), from pier No. 12 North river, for New
Orleans direct.
The stock market yesterday, considering the

severe stringency in money, vm sarong and buoy¬
ant. Gold rallied to 135, and closed at the quotation
134%' a 136. The highest price of gold during the
year 1868 was 150 and the lowest 132%,

Prominent Arrival* la the Cky.
General F. P. Blair, of St. Louis; SenatorGeorge E.

Spencer, of Alabama; Senator A. H. C'ragln, of New
Hampshire; G. T. Cobb, of New Jersey; Senator
James Harlan, of Iowa; A. B. Richmond, of Pennsyl¬
vania; Colonel J. S. Sterns and J. S. Davis, of Mas¬
sachusetts, and Judson Jarvls, of Monticello, N. Y.,
are at the Metropolitan Hotel.
Colonel T. s, Kent, of Blnghamton: Lieutenant a.

rartridge, of the United States Army; C. H. Coon, of
Ohio, and Surgeon J. M. Reed, 'of the United States
Navy, are at the St. Charles Hotel.
General Badean, of the United States Army,tana

captain Cook, of the steamship Russia, are at the
Brevoort House.
Congressman D. McCarthy, of New York : Thomas

E, Graves, of Massachusetts; E. T. Hatch, of Buffalo;
J. W. Bradley, of Maine; and Colonel N. K Clapp,
of Chicago, are at the Fifth Avenue Hotel.
Captain Ward, of the United States Army; Wyley

Woodbridge, of Louisiana ; W. A. Galbraith, of Erie,
Pa.; General W. H. Reynolds and Colonel C. W.
Tompkins, or Providence, and G. B. St. John, of
Connecticut, are at the Hoffman House.
Colonel E, K. Logan and Captain B. Sanndera, of

the rnited|States Army ; Dr. K. Gibson, of'Jackson,
Ml**: and Captain 0. D. Green, of Macon, Oa. are
at the St. Jnllen Hotel.

Sew Year'* Hay, lHBS-Tlie New A*e of
American frolrrw.

Yes. the old year Is gone, und the new year,
with the ringing of bells from a hundred thou¬
sand turrets around the circuit of the earth, has
been or will be this day ushered in. Great and
weighty events have beea added to the annuls
of mankind in the brief but crowded interval
from the last to the present New Year morn¬
ing. Under the appointed laws of the universe
our glorious though somewhat shaky little
planet, with her attendant handmaiden, pur¬
ines her steady course in "swinging round her
circlebut the world of the human family,
under the new propelling forces of steam and j
lightning, moves onward under a continually
increasing momentum.

Just entering upon a new age of American
progress, we stand looking out upon the
boundless prospect before us, as stood the
Spanish discoverer, Balboa, In exulting
wonder, when first confronted bv the vast
expanse of the Pacific Ocean. What Is our
manifest destiny? With General Grant
secured as our incoming President we all feel
assured of better times. It mnst be so.
Southern reconstruction will be settled, and
negro suffrage and the national finances,
debt, bonds, banks and taxes, and on a good
foundation. We may say that we know this;
but we do not know what strange things may
turn up in the unearthing of the whiskey
frauds and whiskey rings, or among the
wrangling factions in Congress, nor what
will be the solution of the Alabama
. laims, the Chinese question, the Cuba
question, the Mexican question, Mormon
polygamy or women's rights. Nor do we

know when our new Court House will
h- finished, or when our new Post Office will
be commenced, nor what will be the diridends
or distribution of our Corporation rings and
jobs during the year before us. We know
enough, however, to predict for this country
and this imperial city a future of progress,
prosperity and grandeur utterly eclipsing the
wildest visions of imperial Rome.
As the contemporaneous index for the last

thirty odd ve irs of the growth and develop¬
ment of Ibi- metropolis we turn to the Nk'.v
Yore Hkkmii. Time was when it was a

great achievement to secure, a few hours in
advance of our rivals, the latest news from
P.irope via Boston by pony express, or from
Mexico by horse power. Time was when the
expenses of our Abyssinian correspondence of
last year would have absortied our yearly in¬
come. About that time the expenditures of
the natiorml government were not much In ex¬

cess of the city expense* and wastages now

under the control of Tammany Hall, and about
two-thirds less than the present annual steal¬
ings of the whiskey rings. In General Jack-
s<»o's time the country was turned upside down
and inside out and involved in general bank-

i niptcy fn>rt his financial pet bank policy of
I uflation on a basts of thirty millions of specie

drswn fro* ih« coCrri of i raperie^gl na¬

tional Hank No* the perquisites of the na¬

tional buks oa the national bonda are from
twratjr See to thirty nilliou a year, and nobody
nm, and we Houriab under federal taxatione
of four or Are hundred millions a year,
although very few of the maaaae of the people
have held as much as a ten oeni coin in poa-
seanion for Ave or six yearn past.
The If krai o, like the city and the republic,

has gone through all these vicissitudes,
steadily onward and upward.Excelsior.
and onward and upward is still our motto.
The Independent preen, coming la with steam¬
ships, soon undermined the stupid old party
back newspaper system of the Albany Re¬
gency and the Washington Kitchen Cabinet.
And now the telegraph.which, twenty-Ave
years ago. Cave Johnson, a leading member
in Congress, coupled with mesmerism as a

humbug.has made the independent press
"the power behind the throne, greater than
the throne itself," in both hemispheres. Our
news and editorial columns are from day to

day the past day'a history of the world, with
a look into the future; our advertisements
are an instructive "inap of busy life," more

interesting than the daintiest romance. Our
readers know thla morning what was done
yesterday in London, Rerlia, Paris, Madrid
and Vienna on the one hand, and in Havana,
New Orleans and San Francisco on the other.
A year or two hence, with the globe belted
by the telegraph, we shall get the news from
China half a day in advance of the day itself.

This engine.the telegraph.is too powerful
for any private monopoly or associated mo¬

nopolies of speculators. With us, as iu Europe,
it must be taken under the control of the gov¬
ernment. Otherwise a few telegraph monopo¬
lies, on their own terms, will rule the press,
the money market, the banks, the merchants,
and the general business of the whole country.
We look for the indicated reform during the
year before us as we look for many other good
things under the new dispensation now close
at hand.
Andy Johnson may retire to the mountains

of Tennessee; Seymour may spend the evening
of his days in Ashing and bunting; General
Blair may be forgotten, save as a lieutenant
of Sherman, in his "great march to the sea

the PaciAc railroad may create cities in the
desert of Utah rivalling Baalhec anil Palmyra;
our god Terminus may be planted on the one

hand among the icebergs of the Arctic Circle,
and on the other at the isthmus of Darien;
the Napoleon dynasty may disappear, and a

republic may take its place; one generation
may succeed another; New York city may ex¬

pand to a population of Ave millions; but still
there is no reason why an independent press,
like the Herald, which has grown with the
city's growth and "strengthened with its
strength," should not continue to be the favorite
journal of its people and of the country at

large. Aiming at this high distinction, and
keeping in view the progressive agencies and
spirit of the age, we have the honor to wish
our grand army of intelligent readers in this
city, the State and the Union, and in all the
four continents and the islands of the sea, one

and all, "a happy New Year."

New Phase of the Cube Revolution. I
While the government in Havana assidu- |

ousiy represses all official news from the scene
of the insurgent movements in Cuba, advices
gather from all sides which indicate the ina¬
bility of either side to triumph over its oppo¬
nent. It is now nearly three months since
insurrection was Arst proclaimed at Yara. and
while the Insurgents have In that time
obtained control of nearly one-half of the ter¬
ritory of the island, they have, from their want
of arms and military organization, bet n unable
to obtain possession of a single fortified place
or port. On the other hand, the government
has found itself cooped up in the large towns
and harbor fortifications wherever the revo¬

lution has shown its head, and the main body
of its forces is to-day occupied in an attempt
to reopen communication between the port of
Nuovitas and the important city of Puerto
Principe.
This weakness, common to both parties in

the contest, has been the cause of the delay
which has been witnessed in the revolution,
and is to-diy the motive which is inducing a

gradual change in the character of t!ie move¬

ment. Our advices from the centril depart¬
ment state that largo numbers of the slaves
and contracted coolies are constantly leaving
the plantations and presenting therrselves to
the authorities. Not holding possesion of the
country the government has no resource but
to enroll these, and, in stress of reinforce¬
ments, to make soldiers of them. Thile this
is passing at General Valmaseda's lendquar¬
ters the insurgent leaders are reported as hold¬
ing a conference within Afty miles tf him, at
Sibanicii, to take into consideration the ques¬
tion of the slaves. As all order on tie planta¬
tions is fast slipping away they thins it better
to take the bull by the horns at once and it is
already whispered that emancipation will be
decreed. Private advices received from
highly respectable parties in Havaia conArm
these views and state that the exc Lement in
the public mfpd is very great there.
Another indication of the changing charac¬

ter of the contest will be founl in our

columns to-day, in a communication from the
secretary ol a new secret organimtion in
Havana styled the "Laborantes," am a trans¬
lation of its Arst address to the "working
classes." Although the note of the secretary
states that the body has in its ranks the most
inHuential and wealthy classes, their proclama¬
tion is undoubtedly addressed to tie slaves,
from whom they expect to draw their Aghtlng
material. It Is incendiary In its character
and cannot fail to produco still greaicr excite¬
ment among the negroes and coolin. It is a

gathering of materials for the burning, to
which the torch may or may not b« applied
on the arrival ol General Dulce, now expected
to arrive from Spain, with the new [rnfrramiiie
of government for the colonies of (Tiba nnd
Porto Rico. The crisis which nwjdts his
arrival is now so near at hand that * vtnisc on

our present data is uncalled for.

Nkw 1 rars Hat Calls..This is ict apart
for the blooded racers. Young men of Lsh and
spirit are expected to make faster tifcc than
Dexter ever trotted. In fact, they slould be
ubiquitous to meet hair the demands made
upon them by this outrageous and barbarous
habit or trying to see how many of their friends
they cm call upon to one dav.

The Telegraph Banquet and the (Special
Pit-as of the Meaopellnu.

The grand complimentary banquet given to
Professor Morse on Tuesday evening last in this
city would, at any season and in any place,
have been an appropriate and well deserved
recognition of the services rendered to man¬

kind by the distinguished guest to whose
science, genius and uutiring devotion to his
great purpose the world is indebted for the
boon of the recording telegraph. The banquet
might well have taken place in any country on

the face of the globe, for wherever civilization
reaches the benefit of the electric telegraph
has been felt; but here national pride com

bines with gratitude to render any honor paid
to this most eminent of their fellow country¬
men peculiarly acceptable to Americans. It is
no wonder, therefore,that the company gathered
on this occasion should have included many
of the most respectable of our citizens, and
that the affair, in spite of all drawbacks, should
have been a decided succesB. It may, indeed,
have been matter of surprise to some that such
a demonstration should have been made at
this particular time, and that a great telegraph
monopoly, which has hitherto ignored Profes¬
sor Morst's services and claims, should have
become so suddenly impressed with the duty
of giving a costly entertainment in his honor.
Hut all this mystery was cleared up by the
speech of the President of the Western Union
Company, who, with singular lack of judg¬
ment, made it evident by his ill-timed remarks
thut the honor to Professor Morse was simply
a decoy duck to affect a great lobby movement
upon Congress, and that the real object of the
concoctors of the affair was to assail the pro¬
posed telegraphic reform, and to spread abroad
the erroneous impression that the Professor
and the company assembled to meet him were

all opposed to the absorption of the telegraph
in the postal system of the government.
It is true that the innocence and honesty of
true geniuB threw a terrible stumbling block
ip the way of the schemers. Professor Morse's
naive declaration that he had from the earliest
days realized the importance of a government
control of the telegraph and that he still ad¬
hered to bis former opinions was fatal to their
main object. Nevertheless their popgtm was
shot off amidst the heavy artillery of the after
dinner speeches, and if it did not produce any
very terrible results, it at least served to
.ratter the guests and to expose the animus
of the whole affair.
The President of the Western Union Tele¬

graph Company, in assailing the proposed bill
for the construction of a telegraph line from
New York to Washington and denouncing
the general principle of a government tele¬
graph, asserted that the plan was opposed by
all the American press, with one or two
exceptions. This is an entire misstatement.
The truth is that, excepting one or two insig¬
nificant papers, with small local circulations,
no respectable journal has ventured to speak
out against the projected reform. Even the
attempt of the Western Union monopoly to
coerce the press into opposition to Wash-
burnc's measure by threatening to discontinue
the existing press contracts and to raise the
rates for news reports has signally failed in
its object, The usually subservient organs of
the monopoly nave thus far refused to be
v hipped into lino, and the indepeT<ien? papers
all over the country, wherever they
spoken on the subject, have'leaned towards
the proposed government system. It has been
everywhere conceded that the prevailing high
rates for the transmission of messages check
the growth of telegraphic correspondence and
operate unjustly in favor of the large capitalist
against the general commercial community.
It has been stated that, while low rates are a

necessity, the cheaper telegraphing becomes
the greater will be the falling oiT in the postal
revenues, and that the two means of communi¬
cation must be combined in the hands of the
government or the postal system eventually
abandoned. So far, therefore, from opposing
the projected reform the arguments of the
independent press have been used in its favor,
and, if left entirely untrammelled by personal
considerations, every intelligent journalist in
America would take a broad view of the
subject and agree with Professor Morse that so

mighty an engine as the telegraph should be
held in the strong hands of the government.
The President of the Western Union mo¬

nopoly further objects to tho government plan,
for the reason that all the public departments
are corruptly managed. "Look at the whiskey
rings and the internal revenue rings,'' he ex¬

claims, with the authority of one who has
filled an import' it internal revenue office,
"and then imagine the telegraph business
confided to such hands." Well, we do not feel
disposed to question the President's authority
as to the corruptions to which he alludes; but
it is well known that the Post Office Depart¬
ment has been less subjected than any other
public department to the suspicion of dishonest
practices. Ills reasoning, if carried out to its
legitimate result, would break up the Post
Office and every other public department
and put the whole machinery of the govern¬
ment into the hands of private companies. But
the telegraph would necessarily require ex¬

perts to operate it. Politicians are not tele¬
graph operators, as a general thing, and hence
the telegraph department would be less liable
to partisan control than any other in the gov¬
ernment. Besides, the objection to which we

have allnded, if well founded, could readily
be met by a provision against the removal of
any telegraph operator except for incompe¬
tency or dishonesty. The operators th« in

selves, who feel more than any other class the
grinding ami exacting character of the exist¬
ing monopoly, if left to express th.dr real senti¬
ments, would petition in a body for the pro¬
posed change.
The main point made by the President of the

Western Union was that it would be an act of
injustice to the existing telegraph companies if
the government should, at this late day, eater
upon the business. This is an entire fallacy.
The charters have l»een the free gift of the
people to private companies, who have enjoyed
them for years and made enormous fortunes
out of them. No such exclusive privileges
could l*e made perpetual without great Injus
tice and injury to the j*»ople. Patents granted
to men of genius and science for the greatest
inventions in the world are only allowed to
exist for a limited period, and then revert to
the government. The Western Union corpo¬
ration has enjoyed its charter longer than a

great inventor can enjoy his patent, and the

people have now a perfect right to reclaim it if
the public interest render* it desirable to do so.

Besides, it has made a bad use of its trust.
Instead of being conducted in the interests of
the jreople, it has been made to enrich rings
and combinations by watering the stock and
raising the capital to a fictitious value. It is
true, as Professor Morse says, that the gov¬
ernment should pay the existing companies the
full value of their lines, and this Is provided
for in the Washburne bill, which Is only the
pioneer of the great movement. Bids are to
be invited for the construction of new lines,
and then the old lines can be purchased by the
government at twenty-five per oent less than
the ascertained cost of new lines. No fairer
proposition than this can be conceived. It is
just to the companies and to the country ;
while to take the old lines at their own inflated
and fictitious valuation would be a fraud upon
the people and would defeat the main object of
the government telegraph. Cheapness of
transmission can never be attained without
honesty and economy of construction, and this
is just what Washburne's bill seeks to secure.

Financial Twaddlers In and Ont »f Consre*.
Senator Morton made an elaborote speech

on the national finances, and on resumption of
specie payments in particular; the editor of
the chief radical organ here seized the oppor¬
tunity to ventilate his crude notions in a pre¬
tentious and long-winded article in reply ; and
Mr. Morton was silly enough to suppose this
was worthy of an answer. It is all bandying
of words and mere twaddle. It is proverbial
that men often love to talk a great deal about
that of which they know little; and that is
precisely the case with our Senatorial and
editorial would-be philosophers. There is not
a practical idea in their financial lucubrations.
The radical editor, who has a large stock of
vanity, must be delighted with the indirect
puff received from the Senator. This hobby of
resumption is ridden to death, but the country
is brought no nearer the object aimed at
In fact, forced resumption is impracticable,
whether immediate, as one of these theorists
proposes, or by a slower process, as proposed
by the other. Mr. McCulloch tried it, and
failod. The British government made several
efforts after the wars with the first Napoleon
were ended, and failed; and it was only after
eight to ten years that resumption was

brought about by the natural laws of trade.
Then It came almost imperceptibly, as the dew
fhlls from heaven. It will come to us in the
Bame manner, but probably within a shorter
period, for the increase of wealth, trade and
population is much greater here. The amount
of currency in circulation this year will be
found to be insufficient a few years hence.
It is a waste of time, therefore, to discuss the
question of resumption. We shall grow up to
that naturally, and any attempt to force it can
only result in disaster.

The Eastern Question.Tns Conference
Postponed..Cable despatches which we
print this morning show that the ft-mness of
Turkey has been craned with unexpected
success. Gree'ce has Wteen compelled to adopt
a pacific 'policy. The insurrectionary spirit
has been effectually put down in Crete. The
Conference, which was to hold its first session
in Paris oil the 2d of January, has, in conse-

oucnce, been indefinitely postponed. The
fi^ucTc which Turkey has manifested at this
time cannot be too highly praisod. A little
more encouragement to the forces of modern
civilization and a hearty submission to the
new conditions which these forces generate,
and the so-called sick man has a healthful and
promising career before him. Not the least
important of the various announcements is that
which informs us that to-day the Emperor
Napoleon, in his address to the foreign
ambassadors, will point to the negotiations on
the Eastern question as a tresh pledge of the
pacific policy now in general favor throughout
Bb>op».
Tub Last Dat of tub Year aid the

Wbattier..So much depends npon the weather
on New Year's Day that yesterday the lowering
aspect of the skies provoked considerable dis¬
cussion. It was feared that the prospect was

threateningly dubious, and housekeepers hardly
knew which most to dread, a plentiful lack of
visitors or a sad story of soiled carpets. Un¬
certain, however, as the prospect was yester¬
day evening, all awake this morning to a bright
hope for better things, political, financial and
social. Rain or shine, snow or thaw, let ua

join in the congratulations and the cheerful
anticipations of "the seasot. If the Old Year
went out gloomily let the New Year be heartily
welcomed. A happy New Year to us all!

"A Happt New Year.".Everybody looks
happy, for the reason that there can be but
one change, and that in our favor in many
directions.a change f»r the better in our

government, a change of Presidents, a change
in the Alabama claims affair, a change In our

finances, a change in the whiskey revenue.

MOVEMENTS Of CENERAL CHANT.
J'n ii.Aiutf.puiA, Dec. 31 isas,.

Oeneral Orant visited «iir*rd College this morning,
and will to-morrow afternoon receive (lie citizen* at
Independence Hall, having accepted the Invitation
ot the City Council*.

IKK NOTICE.

Civi.ia* Arrourmrrs in tiis United States
Army.
MMgadtsr cJenertl« tv V. Henry, U. A A.,of Fortress

Mnnr<*-. tuts fr>r . time past been engaged in pre¬
paring a book on t sitting the military histories of those
office** la ottrregu.ar army who have been appointed
i row lbs rank*, .'ram civil Ufe or the volunteers,
ibr rinas of anpoinimenu known ¦* "civilian."
in contrsd on ion lo thooo given to graduate*
of *..«« I*., it. These men 'luring the wnr rendered
.iis'iiiguist i .rrvK-e in the vuiiinieer regiments
tram ine di '. t nt *taies,sii1 have heen rhos«-o from
the itios» r «| i table and loliientliit citizen families
f>neral Peary has e.m.plleu about I,vw biographies
oflMw.«. . .fs and hi* i-m-i, wtiow rasdt for ptitdtcn-
Uua. It- r re li »« brought is 'ore the purtlic. however,
the a Htm »# anztou* iu IW»l»t a guarantee for the
¦ate of s certain numbar, ai d to this end retpiesi*Mjfl pe-wms WMHag in e.i . rtbe will - ni their
wax', tu htm.

NMSEflY IV A dim SLAVE.
IVta lhra|W and Probable Residence In

New A ark.
The police nnlhorlUe* at the Central office have

best apprised that on the wih of November last,
a r .mtio slave owned by Mrs. Knsle A. Ntnla, of
Marsha. aged thirty-ave, named "Jo*'," roidied his
mi«uen* of f in,not in g«i<i nnd Spanish note* on the
lis i«o I'Rspagnoi of thai cgy, and re aped with
l.i, hoott. it is suppowl thai he loft hi Aral fot
el her toe cities of v-w nr.c«asor Vobiie. anil then
t,s<)e bis way to Niwlnrk. He Is represented to
lm an intelligent person, (posting the French.
HngUsh and epaiilsk latoi'iagsa. and iM-nriag a cent-
.cat# of liberation. lit- appearance la of s nature
to deceive lue most warv. Five hundred dollars re¬
ward l« offeree tor hi* arrest utd the re* overy of tl»o
*>o'en money, winch toe detccUvus of this dig ars
earassUf taaoavnting to efloo.

T
NEW YEAR'S DAY. f

The Dytac mi Che OM Yew-Bw Prepare-
Cioaa fer the New Year.fceaes Lut
Evening la the City.Programme far Toy
Day.
It was a bogy day yesterday.busy as the closing

day of the old yepr, busy In the preparations for
the new year; streets and stores and city oars and
carriages were filled wltn busy people. There were
the last holiday purchases to be made, and in conse¬

quence a day of busy shopping for the ladles among
all the varieties of dry goods, Jewelry, toys, books
and flowers. There was a great deal to be attended
to in the way or preparations for the new year re¬

ceptions.the confectioneries to visit, further orders
to be left at the baker's, something more

showy in the way of cake and fruit baskets,
and crockery and cutlery to be obtained,
and an addition to be made to the stores of
wines and other liquors, the supply of which
previously laid In It was feared would not equal the
demand. All this was also ladies' work. There
were new clothes to be got.a glossy chapeau as
bran new as the year; white gloves possessing the
same virginal freshness; boots with toes of the gon¬
dola prow pattern.salts. In fact, of special smart¬
ness for to-day's calls. This was the work of young
men. Staid business men, whose souls are more
absorbed in speculations In real estate, fancy stock*
and trade than in the cut of garments and the fair¬
est of feminine smiles, were busy straighten! or out
their year's accounts. There was unwonted excite¬
ment, or rather the excitement Indigenous to the
closing of the year, everywhere.in the streets and
out of them, in store, in shop, in counting
room. There were dissolutions of old firms
and formations of new ones; closliig of old business
engagements and commencement of new ones. The
day In, fact, was generally given up to wludlng up
the year's old work and preparing for the new work
of the new year. With many, as the clock on old
Trinity struck the midnight hour, the dying of the
old year and the ushering in of the new, It was Mm
time of solemn resolves lor the future, or high pur¬
pose, of the laying aside of vicious habits, of earnest
Intent to turn over a new leaf. What more fitting
lime than the end of the year lor such resolutions?
The time suggests seriousness of thought, but un¬
happily In the end the resolves thus made mostly
turn out us that of the devil's resolving on a certain
occasion as portrayed with the result in the tollow-
tug familiar quotation:.

When the ,l.rll was airk tha ilerit a monk would b«;
But the <>»|| gut well and dovil a niook waa he.

We have spoken of It being s busy day. It was, If
anything, a more busy evening; but the hiislnoss
partook more of a roystering elass than otherwise.
Our city bar rooms, notwithstanding the liohemtan
assaults' on the character of the liquors vended at
these pi area, were patronised with unusual liber¬
ality. Hosts felt in duty bound to drink in rapid
succeislon. in memorlum of the expiring year and
equally congratulatory drinks to the new year. An¬
other circumstance induced to this frequent lmhii«-
tion.the loot that by an Imperious edict of Superin¬
tendent Kennedy, that great model conservator of
public morals, barrooms are Interdicted to-day from
dispensing iticir usual diurnal quota of liquid light¬
ning. Aa the result of the free drinktug last even¬
ing. or rather taking time in this maimer by the
forelock, there was a goad deal of lively demonstra¬
tion, ami the more lively as midntgtit approached.
In the streets and .elsewhere. The streets, in fact,
rang with the loudest and most incoherent melo¬
dies, as, for Instance:.

By the take where droops the willow.
How, brothers, row;

1 went to be an ungcl
And jump Jim (vow.

Or In the following melody, equally curious:.
Oft la the etllljr night
Make way for liberty, he ertad;

I woi,'I go home tUI m iming.
With i'eggy by my tide.

As an offset to this were the solemn services In the
Methodist churches, or watching the old year out
and new > ear in, as they are called.
To Indulge In prophecy aa to the weather to-day la

sum it mar oe riouiw. it may y*^w and It mayIt may if&ese audit tow t^.'aw. Bat whatever the
J^itler H W bound to be a "happy Sew Year."
<tiere la every promise of the custom of
calling being Indulged In to Its usual extent; of our
ladles doing their best and smiling their prettiest as
entertaining hostesses, and of our young and muldlo
aged and old gentlemen of doing themselves the
honor of calling on their lady friends and partaking
of tneir hospitalities ami sweetest looks. Metropoli¬
tan Juveniledoiu.if the weather is propitious and
the ice In good condition.will make themselves
happy on their skates and with their sleds. The the¬
atres, circus snd KtUtopian minstrel concerts.at
nearly all of willed there will lie mtiinee periorm-
auces.will also be lull. Ai some Of MM public insti¬
tutions there will be entertainments given to the In¬
mates, and many hearts thereby made happy. To
ail we wish a "happy New Year."

Watch Meetings.Religions Rtfrrlira In the
Methodist Churches.A ScirMi .Mldalfhi
Hour.
From time Immemorial, even tiefore the memory ot

the traditional "oldest inhabitant" came into play,
the Methodist Church haa celebrated the departure
of each old year and the advent of every new one

by religious services at their various place* ot pubilo
worship. From the fact that these assemblage*
break up soon after the midnight hour haa bcon
passed, and that the lime Is spent In antl Ipatlon of
the birth of a new yearly epoch of time, they
have been appropriately termed "Watch Meetings."
Last night presented no exception to tin- getter <!
rule with the Mcth'tdi*- societies, but i*>th in this
city and In Brookijn all the c lurches were vv 'II At¬
tended, and at tiu hour unusual tor worshipper* tho
streets iu the vicinity of the leading Mrtimii.i F.pao
eopal rile relies were thronged with devout men an I
women who wereproceeding tomai n myar
rn!se the last moments of the year of 01 Lord
IMS, and the tirst of Ps newly-i«»ni suecc-aor, is«.

Tlie services In all thednlereni churches were simi¬
lar In character, the only difference noticeoo.e u n.g
due to the peculiar tastes of the milliliter
or layman who pre-irted. Passat e* of scrlji-
ture affording cousolatioti to the believer or
calculated to cause conviction tF> tie s.uner were
read, some ot the more upproprlate liymns ot Jouu
Wesley, which spoke of the night 01 time and the
necessity for preparation for eternity, were sung;
and Christian brethren offered prayers lor the lor-
glvoness of the sins which msrred the record of the
past year, and forstn ngtii to live ts-tter in the new
one. Addresses were delivered, t ie speakers dwell-
mg upon the uncertainty of life, uic great good,
ness or God and the uti worthiness of the son* of
men, exhorting ull present to come to 4
determination tlint the year lktia should sec a
greater devotion In Hts service and a greater /eal
for Ids glory. The most solemn part In the services
was, however, the spending of the time which
ushered in the new vrar in profound silence, tno
whole congregation with bowed heads Joining In
silent prayer. The most careless person present
could not I all 10 feel the solemnity of this silent
time. The slowly ticking dock spoke of the rapid
flight, of time, the associations of the house of
pravcr suggested religious thoughts, and the
wnole building seemed to lie filled with a power
which, though unseen, was nevertheless present.
When at last ho birth of the opening yrur was an¬
nounced the eongregationa sang songs of praises to
the God of Ages, and after prayer dispersed to their
homes with hearts mil of devotion ana gratitude
and with minds strengthened by the exercises of
the solemn hoar.
New Year's Kve Is celebrated In various way*,

but It may well lie doubted if any persons spend
It in a better manner than those who constitute the
congregations at these watch meeting*.

Aamrweal* This Day and firming.
There will he a few exceptions to-day, some man¬

agers being determined to force matinees upon their
Indulgent patrons. It is almost needles* to state,
however, that such exhibitions will hesllmly attend¬
ed. Evening representations are of coarse distinct
Irotn the mercenary objects of day performances.
At I'lke's Opera Mouse will t>e presented tills even¬

ing "Igt Chanson de Fortumo" and "1-es llavards."
1 he French theatre offers for the last night but

one the famous "Genevieve de Brabant."
"speed the Plough" is the attraction at Wattack'a

this evcmtig.
The Broadway theatre will have the "Emerald

Ring." Its gems will undoubtedly be appreciated.
.Hmnpiy" will, of course, welcome over a thousand

New Year's visitors this evening.
"After Bark" is the magnet sf Nlblo's this even¬

ing. Good for Paliner. Nobody would go to a
matinee.
The Worrell Htstetl will appear I11 their famous

burlesque characters lu "Barbe Biutie" and "La
Belle Helenr."
"Claude Duval," the highwayman, will of oourse

entice a ma. or Bowerouiaiis at l»oth day and even¬
ing |HTformances at the Bowery theatre.

It Is needless to say that Wood's Museum is always
open. l\ lid animals ever on view.

The nuintier disappointed yesterday bv tho po«t-
pimrinriii of the Tammany Inaugmation was con¬
siderable. Monday evening Is set down for tho
grand relnauguration.
At the New York t ircns wild horses gallop at all

limes. Tied a r will, perhaps, lie no cvupturn to
their mercnrlnl excitement.
Tony I'astor intends to have a matinee to-day

any coat
To-morrow evnlng the habitues of th« Park thea¬

tre, Brook yn. will be suitably entertained by U10
"i-anrashlrc Law."
Some of the minstrels will hold matinf** to-dav,

but the majority of them will atrw-t iiellght by their
ev enlng entertainments.

.still Waters Bun Deep" will be the programme
at the Biookiyn Academy of Muals mis evening.
At the Brooklyn Athens um Slgnor Blitz has at¬

tracted a host of admirers dating his holiday exulta¬
tions. Ill* feats arc truly bewildering, and hi* en¬
tertainments to-dav and to-morruw will, doubtless,
afford mmm gnNMcatiaa-

Hooiej's Minstrels, at both establishments, will
hold mutinies to-dfif.
There is no ioni»t Dial when visiting will h-ivn

ressonsb y terminsicd the public place* of amuse-
uisui wilt be comfortably occupied.


